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VI. — A Grammatical Analysis of the Old English Poem, 
" The Oivl and the Nightingale:' 

By L. A. SHERMAN, 

HOPKINS GRAMMAR SCHOOL, XEW nAVEX, CON'.V. 

It is generally agreed that the author of this poem has left 
us his name in the character of the righteous umpire, Kichole 
of Guildcford ; hut when he lived it is impossible to determine 
within a century. The name of King Henry is once men- 
tioned (line 1091), showing, in connection with other facts, 
that the poem cannot well have been written before the reign 
of the second sovereign of that title. For fixing the other 
limit to the possible period of its composition, but little is 
offered, either of suggestion or of proof.. The number of 
words borrowed from the French does not exceed thirty. 
The author is no less a Saxon in sympathies than by birth, 
for he quotes only Alfred, and that no less than eleven times. 
But, on the other hand, he calls himself 31aister, and is 
apparently a priest. The prejudice against the Saxons must, 
therefore, by his time, have largely disappeared. 

The following analysis has been made from the edition of 
Stratmann, which shows the readings of the only two MSS. 
of the poem which have yet been found. The material has 
been taken from his emended text, except in instances where 
he has deviated from the reading of both MSS. to insert a 
form theoretically more original or correct. The peculiar 
forms admitted in such cases will be distinguished, those 
from the older Cotton MS. by C, the Oxford by A. Forms 
not in parenthesis are the reading of both. 

NOUNS. 

The Strong and Weak Declensions of the Anglo-Saxon arc 
well preserved. The former differs but slightly from its 
primitive. The latter has shortened -an to -e. 
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STRONG DECLENSION. 




Masculines. 


SI NO. 


ri.on.M.. 


X. dom 


X. briddes 


G. domes 


G. 


D. dome 


I), briddes 


An. dom 


Ac. briddes 



An epliclkystic -e is found in the nominative singular sirikel- 
Jir.de, and the accusative singular forms bore, r/odhede, hild-\ 
Jmnde, and troy. 

The dative sing-, occurs a few times the same in form as 
the ace., having lost the final -e. The nominative plural 
without -s is not found with words known to-be masculine, 
hut is seen in two instances of nouns doubtfully so : The^ appal 
t rendli from ]>on tre.owc. — Thar two ileove . . fi))t/e]\ 

The genitive plural ends in -e or -eve : ]vw elles hwar be«n 
deovelena fere. 

A few datives or accusatives plural occur with the ending 
e : And o]>er clene stede pu schunest. — Jlwnne man ltoy:]> of 
his seheve. — Ac na ]>e les mid alle hi* wrenche. — Teh habbe at 
v:ude treon wel ijrete mid ]>ieke boy:. 

In some instances further the number is .doubtful, the nouns 
being possibly used generieally or collectively: Thefaueun ilefde 
his hridde. — A! ]>at ]m mild mid clivre sniitcn. (Both these 
nouns show the regular plural in -s.) — And ]v: totorve]> and 
tobunef mid stave and stone. — Tint canst feler irifre. — Hwar \oi 
mild over smale fuyrtc. 

In one instance a form occurs which is apparently a strong- 
dative plural in -en : That is bisehopeu mucin:! sc/tome (1. 1701). 

Nouns of anomalous declension in Anglo-Saxon have the 
following forms : 

SING. I'l.URAl.. 

X. broper G. frcondrs D. f'otc T). tep Ac. frcoml 

Man is thus inflected : 

SINO. l'LL'RAI.. 

N. msui X. nun 

G. nnumes G. miinne 

D. inniinc, men I), imtiuie. men 

Ac. man, nianne \t\ men 
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Feminines. 

The differences of case-formation will be best understood 
from the following comparative exhibit of words occurring in 
two or more cases. 





SINGULAR. 








PLURAL. 




X. 


G. 


D. 


Ac. 


X. 


G. 


D. 


Ac. 


aimmsin£ 




ainansiu^i 












bliss, blU 


se 


blisse 


blissc 










cheste 


mi hie 


cheste 

dedc 
laved i 
mi hie 


cheste 
tie do 


lavedies 




dede 




uiht 




nilitc 


uiht 


nilites 






nihtes 


stefne 




stefno 


sleliic 










sarnie 




smine 








sunncii 


sumic 


ulc 


ule 


ulc 


ule 










uiht 


woiidcs, 
worldc 






wihtcs. 
wihtc 


wise 







An inorganic -e is seen in the nominatives blisse, cheste, and 
stefne. 

Of feminines of the A. S. anomalous declension there are 
the following forms : 



bakes 



SINGULAli. 






PLURAL. 




D. 


Ac. 


N. 


D. 


Ac. 


boko 


bok 

bmj 

turf 


mus 


muse 


mus 



Neuters. 
Those of most frequent occurrence are the following 





SJXGXJI. 


All, 








PLURAL. 




X. 


G. 


D. 


Ac. 


X. 


G. 


D. 


Ac. 


child 








children 




child re 




CUM 




eimne 






e u nne 






tlesch 


He sc luv 


Ueschc 


lie sch 










hors 




horse 








horse 




hus 


ll 11 SI'S 


llll st* 


liuse 


huses 








maide 




niaide 


111 aide 


niaide 








nest 




llt'slt- 

rise 


ucstt* 


ds 




rife 




pin^ 




plngc 


ping- 


pin-f 




pin ire 


pin^ 


wif 


wives 


wive 


wif 


wives 






wive 


word 




wordc. 
woi'd 


word 


worries 




worde 


worries 



wun dre 
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An inorganic -e occurs once in the nominative : Ne mai his 
streng\e hit ischilde, ]>at hit itcdnc$]> ]ic little childe (hei'e added 
perhaps for rhyme only). In the accusative sing, it is seen 
in hwse, bile, imunde. Tl tinge as a nom. plural occurs once 
only: The mon mot . . . wite inoh of hwiclte \inge cume. There 
is one other similar form : Wepne beo]> gode griTp to halde. 

From a comparative view of these paradigms we see the 
distinction of gender as expressed by form well nigh destroyed; 
neuters, and feininines as well, taking the masculine -es in the 
plural, and (he feininines also in the genitive singular. In the 
dative singular the formative -e may be omitted, to the accus- 
ative it may be added, showing that the difference between 
the dative and accusative idea was about obliterated. In the 
mas. plural the same unification of these eases is noticed, but 
is strangely wanting in the neuters, no dative plural neuter 
in -eg appearing in the poem. 



WEAK DECLENSION. 

All cases in both numbers show the ending -e, and for all 
genders. The following words occur, all of the A. S. weak 
declension. 



x. 

apt' 



SlXtiULAR. 



chirclic 



burne. 
chirclic 



I'LUItAL. 

D. 



blostmc 



deme 
dwolc 



dweolo 



liare 
harp 
hcortc 



folde 
froflge 
garc 
gronte 

liarpu 
heurtu 



lihtc 

rude 



harpc 
hcorle 



Bi3o 



iwuno 
lilic 



I105U 
iiLic-uc 



lichuuiu 
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sojj-saj© 



bed -time 
tuuge 



wrecche 
wrenne 



SINGULAR. 








PLURAL, 


G. D. 


Ac. 


N. 


G. 


D. 


linde 










loke 










masse 


masse 









nolle 



onde 



side 

spure 

dai-stcorre 
sticke 
sweore 

teone 
time 
tunge 

Jjrote prote 
weole 
wille 
wlate 



schine 



steorre steorre 



The neuter e^, ' eye,' has the following forms : ace. sing, ey, 
nom pi. e$en, ey, dat. pi. e^en, eye, ace. pi. e^en, e^e : Theos ule 
heold hire eyen neolpertvard. — That ut berste bo ]>in eye. 

The neuter treow, ' tree,' has : nom. pi. treon, dat. pi. treo 
and treowe, ace. pi. treon. This word is always strong in A. 
S., and perhaps received its weak endings from identity of 
form with treow, ' faith,' which is weak. 

The paucity of genitive forms in both declensions is partly 
due to the use of the dat. with of in its place : Thu bodestferde 
of manne o\er ipeoves rune. — Hwi niltu singen to men of Oale- 
weie. 



THE ADJECTIVE. 

The adjective receives the endings of both the strong and 
the weak declension, or their representatives. The strong 
retains its distinctive features only in the nominative and 
genitive singular, the other cases being for both declensions 
marked in common by -e, or in the strong stand without end- 
ings. The weak shows -e in all cases. 
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STRONG DECLENSION. 
Singular. 

Nominative. — The adjective closely follows the Anglo-Saxon 
nominative form, and in only two or three cases shows -e 
where it would not be found in Saxon: For yf aid man is hire 
ibedde. — -Uvel strengpe is lute.l wurp. With added -e: In otic 
bure pat hire was bope stronge and sure. — Hwanne snow li]> 
wide. 

Genitive. — The regular A. S. ending -ex is found only in 
the pronominal opres, which occurs four times: To opres 
marines bedde. Two instances occur of weak forms substi- 
tuted for strong : In so gode hinges londe. — Of sume freondes 
rure. 

Dative. — The dative takes -e : It teas iseid in olde hc$e. — Bi 
peostre nihte. — Of selliche wisdome. The pronominals al and 
oper arc frequently indeclinable, except opres in the gen. sing., 
as above. 

Accusative. — The masculine adjectives show the bare stem, 
like the nominative, but nearly as frequently take -e or the 
regular -ne : He schanep ]>at June fid wot. — Al pat weriep lin- 
enne clop. — Ich wot hwo schal fulne dep afonge. The only 
adjectives which take -ne arc fid, god. riht, and sum. 

The feminine adjectives take -e, but may omit it: lch liable 
gode ansicare. — For me hi halt hplich andfule. Of eases like 
the latter there arc not more than three or four. 

Neuters, bare stem, two or three times -e : lch liable bile 
stif and stronge. 

Plural. 

The genitive plural with full ending -re is found in two* 
adjectives only : Hit is aire wundre incst. This form occurs 
eight times. The laverd . . . farep id on pare leire neode. 
Simple -e is also found. - Hit is a wise inonne dom. — Hit is 
gode inonne iwune. 

The nom., dat., and ace. pi. end alike in -e without excep- 
tion, except sum, and oper, and al, as above. The^ eni god man 
to heom come, so Invile dude sum from Home. In a single 



* Add the numeral tuo, geii. pi. tweire. t.'t'. numerals at end of pronoun. 
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apparent exception, Gode divres scharp and, longe, the final -e 
of scharpe, was probably not written because it was not pro- 
nounced before the following initial vowel. Eni and one are 
followed by strong forms: Eni god. man. 

WEAK DECLENSION. 

The adjective takes -e for all cases in both numbers. 

Nominative. — That ilke hest. — Theos rich: men. — That gode 
trif. — Alle \>ine irordes. 

Dative. — Hire -trine tunge. — Thare longe. tale. 

Accusative. — Let \iane little fickle nhne. — Ne ritai \*at \vidde 
nn man lirim/e. 





COMPARISON. 


scheme 


is scanty. 


•OSITIVE. 


COMl>. 


Iilipo 


blijuire, (blipur, C.) 


(.'0(1 


bcterc, (lieter. A.) bet. 21-23 


brijt 


bitter 


fair 


fairer 


glad 


jrladdre 


giet 


grettcie 


ieiinde 


ic under 


Intel 


lesse 


milile 


inildrc 


miichc) 


more, mo 


null 




rati 


raddere 


soft 




strong 


strengur 


uvel 


worse 




Adverbs. 


wel 


bet 


er 


erur 


fastc 


fast re 


heje 


licrre 


ilome 




late 


later 


loilge 


lengcr, leng 




les 


muclicl 


more, mo 


rape 


rajierc, (raprc A.) 


mele 


worse 



heest 



mest 
neest 



softest 
worst 



best 
erest 



ilomest 



mest 
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The comparative forms are sometimes indeclinable, some- 
times take -e for all cases : Of brihter heoive, of fairer bleo. — 
For J. am leisure pan he. — Grettere is "pin heved. Of the super- 
latives worst is a weak form : And eiper seide . . . pat aire 
worste Tpat hi wuste. 

PRONOUNS. 











Personal 












SINGULAR. 






N. Ieh. ic, i (ihc, 


ih, C.) 






N. pu 




G. min, mi, (my 


seolve, 


A.) 




G. pin, pi 




D. mc 








D. pe 




Ac. mc 






DUAL. 


Ac. pe 




N. 












G. linker 






























PI.CRAI.. 






N. we (we A, ) 








N. 3« (ye, A.) 




G. ure 








G. ower (oure, cure, enr, A.) 




D. us 








D. oiv, cu (ou, C.) 




Ac. us 






SINGULAR. 


Ac. oiv 




Masculine. 






Feminine. 


Neuter. 


N. 


he 




N. 


heo, ho, he 


X, hit 


G. 


his 




G. 


hire 


G. his 


D. 


him (heom, A ; horn, C.) 


D. 


hire 


D. him 


Ac 


. hine, him, heom 




At 
X. 


*. In", heo. h: 

PLURAL. 

hi, heo 


ire Ac. hit 








G. 


heorc, hire 


(here, hore, C.) 








D. 


heom. Iiim 


(horn, C.) 








Ac 


■. hi, heom, ! 


heo (horn, C.) 



The form ho, 110m. fern., occurs once in A. (936), but is 
frequent in C, where eo is generally written o. He for heo, 
fern. nom. sing., is twice found alike in both A. and C. (1381 
and 1560), once in A. when not in C. (19), and six times in 
C. when not in A. (141, 393, 401, 469, 936, 1638). 

The genitives are used as posscssives, once or twice partic- 
ularly: Hici neltu . . . schctvi hwe]>er unker heo. — And mat 
ure ei\er hwat he wile, mid rihte segge. They are found 
indeclinable, even when connected with a plural noun, and 
with about the same frequency as the inflected forms. The 
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latter differ from the former only by an appended -e, found even 
in the nominative sing, but rarely. Min and ]>in, however, 
show traces of the older declension : Ich an wel, civa]> ]>e niht- 
engale, Ac, ivrenne, noht for ]rire tale, Ac do for mire lahful- 
nesse. 

THE ARTICLE. 

(A. S. se, seo, fat.). 

SINGULAR. 



Masculine. 


Feminine. 


Neuter. 


N. pe 


N. 


N. pat 


G. pes, pas 


G. pare 


G. pes, pas 


D. pan, pen 


D. pan: 


D. pon 


Ac. pane 


Ac. par? 

PLURAL. 


Ac. pat 



N. peo (in one occurrence, po C, heo, A. [843] ) 
G. pare? (140; c. f. lilies 3 and 4) 
D. pan 
Ac. 

The is only used once pronominally : And ]>e o\er ne can 
sweng bide anne, and \>e is god wi\> eche manne. It is used 
generally instead of the declined forms, as an article, like the 
modem the. It occurs about forty times as an instrumental 
in such cases as Heo was pe gladre for the rise, and is used 
seven times as a relative : Siro heo do]< . . . ]>e bnte neste go\ 
to Irode. Elsewhere the indeclinable \*at performs the office 
of the relative, and shares that of the article. The other 
inflected forms are used as pronouns and as articles with about 
equal frequency. 

Tbe noin. pi. peo is found but once alike in both A. and C. 
(1675). 





A. S. pes, feos, pi's. 






SIXdULAR. 




Masculine. 


Feminine. 


Neuter. 


N. pes 
G. 


N. peos (pos, C.) 
G. 


N. 

G. 


D. pis 
Ac. pis 


D. 

Ac. (peos, A., pos, C.) 

PLURAL. 

N. peos (pos, C.) 

G. 

D. 


D. pisse 
Ac. pis 


11 


Ac. peos, (pos, C.) 
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Hwo. 

MASCULINE. XEUTER. 

N. hwo (wo, wa, C.) N. hwat 

D. hwam D. hwan (wan, C.) 

Ac. hwat (what, wat, C.) 

There is no appearance of this pronoun as a relative. 

The following pronominals occur: Al; ech; eni; euch; 
eiper (aiper, C, eyper, A.); ever euch, evricli ; cf$en, oy.n; 
o\er ; hwelper; hwich, hwuch ; ihwat; swich, switch, \>ilk. Once 
the combination eni man so ever, (1474). 

These cases of the use of seolf are found : Tlie sulve sottes. — 
Thu sulf. The sulve pope. — Him sulve. — My seolve (A., mi, 
C). — Heom seolve. — The seolve. — The seolve coc. 

An shows the forms a, an, on, one, no in the nominative 
and accusative. They ai-e used without reference to gender : 
An ule and one nightingale. With masculine accusatives 
anne (jianne,') is found a few times : Sum blind mon ]>at nanne 
rihtne wei ne con. In the dative ore is found a few times, but 
is used apparently without regard to the gender of the follow- 
ing noun : In ore waste ficke hegge. 

Only these numerals are met with : 

N. tweic, two 

G. tweire pridde hundred 



D. twain 



THE VERB. 



Voice. — The passive voice is formed by joining beon with 
the past participle. In place of beon, ivur)ian is used a few 
times: I schal do ]>at pi speche wur)i forivode. — Nu hit schal 
wur]>e wel isene. 

Mood. — There arc four moods, the Indicative, Subjunctive, 
Imperative, and Infinitive. For the latter the gerund may 
be employed, that is to say, the infinitive may or may not be 
introduced by to : Hit is unriht and gret sothede, To misdon 
one gode menne, and his ibedde from him spanne. — Thu 
Tpohtest . . mid /aire worde me biswike. 

Tense. — The pre'sent and preterit tenses arc formed by 
inflection, the perfect and pluperfect by the aid of habbe and 
hadde, and the future by schal or iville with the infinitive. 
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There are two conjugations, the Strong and the Weak. The 
former forms the preterit by change of the root vowel, the 
latter by the addition of -de or -te to the verb-stem as affixes. 

The past participles end, for the strong verbs in -en or -e ; 
for the weak in -ed or -d (-<). 



STRONG CONJUGATION. 




Endings. 






INDICATIVE. 




Present. 




Preterit. 


Sing. Plural. 




Sing. Plural. 


1. c 1. -eth 




1. I. 


2. -est, -st 2. -eth 




2. -e 2. 


3. -eth, -th 3. -eth 




3. 3. -en, -e 



SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Present. Preterit. 

Sing, -e Plural, -en, -e Sing, -e Plural, -e 

IMPERATIVE. 

Sing. — , e Plural, -eth, -e* 

INFINITIVE. 

-en, -e 

PARTICIPLES. 

Pres. -inde Past, -en, -e . 

The verbal forms following are given according to the class 
of their primitives in the Anglo-Saxon. The classification is 
that of Heyne. 

Reduplicational Verbs.. 







SCHEME. 




Class. 


Pres. 




Pret. 


P. Part. 


1 


a 




eo 


a 





ae, e 




e 


ae 


3 


a 







a 


4 


— 








5 





Class 


eo 
1. 


o 


Inf. 


Pies. Ind. 




PrH. 


Past Partic. 


fallc 


falleth 







ifallen 


holde 


holdest 




hcold 


iholde 



* When nominative pronoun follows. 
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■man. 



Class 2. 
Inf. Pies. Ind. Pret. 

lete leteth let 

rede rede raddest 

Ich nolde don that tint me raddest. 

Class 3. 

croweth 

(hattest, passive) 

sowe sovvelh 



Past Partic. 







Class 5. 


blowe 








weper. 


i wepcth 







Ablaut Verbs 






SCHEME. 


Class. 


Pres. 


Pret. 


1 


i 


a 


2 


i, e 


a, a 


3 


i 


a 


4 


eo 


ea 


5 


a 




Class 1. 


Inf. 


Pres. Ind. 


Pret. 


bringe 


briugeth 


(brohte) 


berne 


'forliernst 





clin^e 


clinge (2<l sub. s) 








drinketh 





fiudau 


timlest 








ginueth 


3 al 

song 


singeu 1 
singe ) 


singeth 


springe 


springeth 








thringe (3d sub. s) 





fihte 


fiht 


faht 


helpe 


helpeth 





urne 


urneth 











swal 


weorpe 


weorpeth 


warp 


wurthe 


wurth 








forlircdeth 





ligge 


liggeth 







berste (pi. sub.) 






iblowe 



Pret. PI. 



PL 



ungen 



P.P. 
u 
u, o 

o 

a 

P.P. 
ibunde 
(ibroht) 



ifuude 



ispruuge 

ibolje 
idorve 



iworthe 
forbrode 
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Class 2. 


Inf. 


Pres. Ind. 


Pitt. 


ciimc 


cumctli 


com 


nimen 


nimcth 


noin 


brekc 


__ 








bereth 





cte 


eteth 





3ive 


3iveth 


jaf 





cwath 





(seon)sith 


sc3 








under3at 


speke 


specth 


speke, (sub.) 


stele 





stal 


^~^~ 


awreke (sub., 


pi.) — 

Class 3. 


abide 


abideth 


abod 


abite 








chide 


chid 


(chidde) 


drive 


drivcth 





grede 


gredeth 


(gredde) 





rideth 








schrichest 





slide 











sniuth 





slide 








smite 











stigth 








swiketh 








tihth 





wite 


witest 





_ 


writ 


wrot 
Class 4. 


beode 


beod 


bedc (2d sing.) 


cheose 








creope 


creopth 





fleo 


flihth 





leosen 


forl-eost 


forles 





luteth 





teo 


bi-luketh 


Class 5. 


drahe 


draheth 





fare 


farcth 


for 





to-schaketh 






Pi 



p. p. 

icuiiic. 
inumc 
ibore 
ibroke 



ljive 
icwede 



ispeke 



i-rrad 



bi-to3e 

idra3e 
ifare 

islaje 



spanne 



stont 



stod 
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Paradigm. 














Singen, to sing. 














INDICATIVE. 












Present. 




P, 


eterit. 




• 


Sing. 




PI. Sing. 






PI. 


1. 


singe 




1. 1. 






1. 


2. 


sin^est 




2. 2. sunge 






2. 


3. 


singeth 
Sing. 


Present. 


3. singeth 3. song 

SUBJUNCTIVE. 

PI. Sing. 


P, 


'eterit. 


3. sungen 

PL 


1. 


singe 




1. 1. sunge 









2. 


singe 




2. 2. 









3. 


singe 


Pres. t 


3. singe 3. 

IMPERATIVE. 

No forms. 

INFINITIVE. 

singen, singe 

PARTICIPLE. 

iinginde Pr 


et. 









IMPERATIVE. 










leten, to let. 












Sing. : 


2. lat PI. 2. lateth, 


lete we 





WEAK CONJUGATION. 

Of these verbs there are two classes. Those belonging to 
the first class affix the endings -de, -te, without change of the 
root. The second class changes the root-vowel. 

The following are the most important verbs of both classes : 

Class 1. 

P.P. 



ihercl 



Inf. 


Pres. Indie. 




Pret. 


lere 


lere 






lerdest 


ihere 


ihereth 






iherde 












ferde 





hupth 






hupte 


sette 


_ 


Class 


2. 


sette 


huggen 









a-bohte 


don, do 


deth,3<ls., 


doth 3d 


1 pi. 


dude 


bi-thenche 


thencth 






tholite 


thinche 


thincth 






thuhte 



Mo 
ithoht 
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No preterital form has been observed which adds -ede, i. e., 
shows a connecting vowel between root and preterit sign. 

Beon. 

INDICATIVE. 

Present. Preterit. 



Sin;/. 






PI. Sing. 






PI. 


1. am 




1. 


1. was 




1. 





2. art 




2. 


2. were 




2. 





3. is (liooth) 


3. 


booth (both, C.) 3. was 




3. 


were 








SUIi.IUXCTIVE. 










P, 


rscnl. 




Preterit. 






Sing. 






PI. Sniff. 






PL 


1. 






1. 1. were 




1. 





2. Iieo 






2. 2. were 




o. 





3. lieo 






3. boon, boo 3. were 

1JIPK1SATIVK. 

Sing. PI. 




3. 


weri'n, were 








2. boo 2. broth 












INFINITIVE. 














beon, boo 









The form beo]>, for the 3d sing, of the pres. indie, occurs 
five times : Hwone ]>/' Irmig ln-o]> nnwro^e (848. The other 
examples may be found in lines 200, 670, 1385, 1468). 







PKETERITIVE VERBS. 




An. 


Ah. 




rRES. IND 


IC. PRES. INDIC. 


1- sinp\ 


(au, C. ; 


mine, A.) 3. sing, fill (anli, A.) 




Line 1739. 


Line 1471. 
Can. 

INDICATIVE. 




Present. 


Preterit. 


Sing. 




PI. Sing. PL 


1. can 




1. 1. — 1. 


2. canst 




2. 2. 2. 


3. can 




„ ( cunne, „ ., . 
3 ' \ can (1324) 3 cuthe 3 - c,ltl 

SUBJUNCTIVE. 




Present. 


Preterit. 


Sing. 




PI. Sing. PL 


1. ciinue 
o 




3. cuthe 


3. cuniie 
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Dar. 




INDICATIVE. 


SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Present. 


Sing. 




PL Sing. 


1. dar 


1. 


1. 


2. darst 


2. 


2. 


3. dar 


3. 


dar 3. durre 



PL 



Preterit wanting for both modes. 









Mai. 












INDICATIVE. 










Present. 




P, 


■eterit. 




Sing. 


PL 


Sing. 




PL 


1. 


mai, may 


1. 


1. niihte 




1. 


2. 


iniht, niaist 


2. 


2. niihtest 




2. 


3. 


mai 


3. niuje 


3. niihte 




3. niihte 



(For the 2d sing, present C. has als< mi^t, mi^st, while A. 
shows maist, mist, myhi). 









SUBJUNCTIVE. 








Present. 




Preterit. 




Sing. 


PL 


Sing. 


PL 


1. 

2. 
3. 


muje 


1. 'mu5e 

2. 

3. mu;e 


2. 


1. militc 

2. 


muje 








ilfof. 










INDICATIVE. 








Present. 




Preterit. 


1. 
2. 


Sing. 


PL 
2. 


Sing. 


1 


most 


2. 




3. 


mot (nic 


>d, 0.) 3. mote 


3. moste 





PL 



Mote, 2d sing. pros, once occurs (9872) : .Ever woie ]>u y>lle 
and wepen. 



SUBJUNCTIVE. 



Sing. 

1. mote 

2. mote 

3. 



Present. 

PL 

2. 

3. moten 



Preterit wanting. 
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Schal. 

INDICATIVE. 

Present. Preterit. 

Sing. PL Sing. PI. 

1. schal 1. I. scholde 

2. schalt 2. schule 2. scholdest 

3. schal 3. schule, schulle, 3. scholde (solde, C. ) 

(schulleth, A. 1133) 



Present. 
Sing. 

1. schulle, schillc 1. 

2. 2. 



SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Preterit. 
PI. Sii>r/. PL 

— 1. scholde, scluilde 1. scholde 



3. schule 


3. schule 
Present. 


3. scholde 

Thearf. 

INDICATIVE. 


Sing. 3. tharf 


Present. 


Willan. 

INDICATIVE. 


Sing. 


PL 


Sing. 


1. wille, wile, nelle 1. 


1. nolde 


2. wilt, nelt, wu 


It 2. wulle 


2. woldest 


3. 


3. willcth 
Present. 


3. 

SUBJUNCTIVE. 


Sing. 


PL 


Sing. 


1. 


1. 


1. wolde 


2. wille 


.2. 


2. 


3. wille 


:t. wille 
Present. 


3. wolde 

Witan. 

INDICATIVE. 


Sing. 


PI. 


Sing. 


1. wat, wot 


1. 


1. wiste 


2. J ,V ** t >.;i ! * est ' 2. nute 
( nustest 


2. 


3. wot 


3. nuteth, 


(nute, C.)3. wiste 

SUBJUNCTIVE. 



Present. 



Sing. 

2. wite 

3. 



PL 



2. scholde 

3. scholde,(solde,C.) 



Preterit. 



PL 



Preterit. 

1. 
2. 



PL 



3. wolde 



Preterit. 



1. 



PL 



2. wiste 

3. 



Preterit wanting. 
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INFINITIVE. 

witeii. wite. 



A few first persons occur of the pres. indie, sing., in which 
the verb-stem, ending in a vowel, does not take -e ; as Ich 
warni men; Therof ich wundri ; Ich beginne on heh, and 
endi laye. But the -e may be assumed : Thanne ich pleie 
and singe. 

In the second person sing, of the same tense and mode such 
combinations as etestu, witestu, are frequent. 

The third person als6 shows contracted forms, as stiyp, sperity, 
wen]>. When the verbal root ends in a dental it often stands 
without the ending -]}, or even without showing, by euphonic 
alterations, that it was ever added : Hican he cume\ ham eft 
to his ivive. . . . He chid and gred sivuch he bco tvod, and ne 
bring]) horn non o\er god. — For he nis no]>er ^ep lie ivis, Tpat longe 
abid ]>ar him neod nis. So beod, bid, ]mster, understond, wend, 
etc. In other instances euphonic changes prove previous 
contraction: The ^eorne bit and sike]> sore. So arist, fait, 
mist, and west (wees])). 

Of the present participle there is one example : Wenest ]>u 
hi bringe so Uhtliche To godes riehe al singinde. 

The past participle of strong verbs, with the infinitive of 
both classes, has very generally weakened the final -en to -e, 
as will be noticed in the examples given above. The past 
participle of weak verbs shows once or twice only the appended- 
-e of declension : Heo hadde \>e speche so feorfor)) iladde. In 
no case is this -e found added to a strong participle with the 
-en retained. 

Noticeable are a few adjectives formed in modern fashion 
through the medium of denominative verbs, or in other words 
by adding -ed : Thi bile is stif and scharp and hoked, Riht so 
an oivel ]>at is croked. — Artu ihoded'/ — Theo ]>e have]) bile ihoked 
and clivres ivel icroked. 

THE ADVERB. 

Use of the Negatives. 
The simple negative ne, unaccompanied by another negative 
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particle in the same sentence, occurs ninety-five times. It 
was observed doubled in the same sentence twice only. 

Ne, na, or ne, no are found forty-one times. 

Ne, noht, occur forty times. 

Ne, never, twenty-eight times. 

Noht, alone, eight times. 

Nowhit, once. 

Ne, no\>er are found five times. 

Three negatives, two of them compound words, are not 
infrequent : Nis noper noht pi lif ne pi blod, ' Neither thy life 
nor thy blood amount to aught.' 

PREPOSITIONS. 

A is found frequently, thirty-five occurrences : And song a 
feole cunne wise. 

Buve = above, is found twice. 

To fore = before, is also found twice. 

CONJUNCTIONS. 

The following are common : Ac, thirty-five times ; bo]>, and; 
lute ; o]ier ; o]w, o]>er (Hwone ich iseo arise feorre, 0\er dairim 
o\er dai-steorre). Ne (nor) ; notyer, ne, six times ; hweper, pe, 
five times. 

GENDER. 

Nouns in the main retain the gender of the same in Anglo- 
Saxon. The following are the correspondences and excep- 
tions of those nouns to their A.-S. primitives, which appear 
in connection with the personal pronoun of the third person, 
or with the masculine accusative ending -ne of the adjective. 

Masculines. 

All masculine proper names, and the noun man, are of 
course represented by he in all cases. 

CORRESPONDENCES. 



Natural (with Epicene*). 
Faucun (French word, mas.) lie. — Ha- 
vec, he. — Hare, he. — Cheorl, he. — Cat, 
he. — Fox, he. — Thes hunrtes (gen.) — 
Fujol, him, (in. or n.,) but thane (ace. 
siug.) — Coc, he. 



Grammatical. 
Drcm, he. — Song, he. — Red, hine. — 
Wrenche, godne. — Deth, fulue. — Wei, 
rihtne. — Lust, he. — Doin, rihtne. — 
Cwed, sumne. 
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Feminines. 



Natural {with Epicenes). 

The words ule and nightingale are al- 
ways represented by heo, hire, or hi, 
save in two instances, where he, doubt- 
less by a blunder of the copyist, is em- 
ployed (cf. personal pronoun). 

Mosc, hire. — Henne, heo. — Lilie, hire. 
— Rose, hire. — Lefdie, hi. 



Grammatical. 
Stefne, heo. — Murjthe, heo. — Heorte, 
heo. — Luve, heo. — Speche, thcos. 



Neuters. 

Ilors 



hit. 



Word, hit.— Flesch, hit.— Child, hit. 
— Gome, hit. — Bispel, hit. — Unriht.hit 
— Neste, hit. — Thing, hit. — Wit, hit. — 
Blod, hit. — Loud, hit. 

DISAGREEMENTS. 
Stoc, m., hit. — Swikeldom, in., hit. — Either ure (O. and N. ) he. — Murjthe, f. 
hit. — Lepe, in., hit. — Wif, n. heo, hire. — Harm, m., hit. — Geongling, m., hit, heo. 
— Wrenne, m., heo. — Brid, m., hit — Maide, heo. — Stundc, sumnc. — Brother, 
hit; (but see connection, 118). 

Xote. — It has been found impracticable in the printing to represent uniformly 
the use in the text of the characters for the th and w. The MS. A. generally 
shows w, but C. the A.-S. character. Both, however, employ ]>. 

An erratum occurs on page 30 of the Proceedings, line 6 from bottom : paA 
should be fat. 



